
 

 

Highlights from the December 1, 2014 workshop meeting 
To see the meeting video, visit:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czLHHt-r7m0&feature=em-uploademail 

  

Student Perspectives  

 
Video stop: 
0:00:41  

 

 
 

South High’s Sara Barranco coaches fellow student Melissa Allen to throw a ball in a game of 
dodgeball. A new program at South High teams regular education student leaders with multi-
needs students during physical education class. 

 

South High juniors Katie Rock and Violette Klesta presented to the Board of Education, 
representing the 14 PE leaders who participate in a new program at the school. The students lead 
a daily physical education class for multi-needs students, creating a variety of adapted exercises, 
games and activities for them. Leaders are matched one-on-one with special education students, 
giving leaders in-depth insight into how to work with each multi-need student’s disability. It also 
gives the multi-needs students more individualized support to explore new activities that were 
previously unobtainable to them, such as weight training. 
 
All of the students have reaped more than just physical benefits. Due to the frequency they spend 
with one another, they have formed new friendships.  
 
“It’s really rewarding for us as leaders, because we get to see how happy this makes them, and it 
makes us even happier,” says Katie. 
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“Everyone has a positive attitude…it’s definitely my favorite part of the day!” says Violette. 
“Working with the multi-needs students, I receive more than I give.” 
 
The students credit their teacher, Dustin Hausherr, for having the idea for the program. 
 
“Mr. Hausherr is really awesome!” says Violette. “Having a good teacher helps a lot.” 

 
 
 

 
Board Workshop 
 

 
Video stop: 
0:08:27  

Curriculum Proposals  

Assistant Superintendent for Student Learning Gina Ziccardi explained that in addition to two 
name changes to current classes, the administration is recommending that the Board adopt four 
new courses for the 2015-16 school year at its December 15, 2014 Business meeting. She 
introduced the department chairs, who provided an overview of their proposals:  

 North High Career and Technical Education Department Chair Mark Mirandola is 
advocating for two name changes to courses to better reflect the content and career 
paths of the class. They propose renaming “Foods” to “Introduction to Culinary” and 
“Parenting” to “Early Childhood Care,” both of which connect more clearly to college 
majors and course offerings at College of DuPage and the Technical Center of DuPage.  
The department is also recommending two new courses: Advanced Culinary Art and 
Baking & Pastries, which offer more in-depth content in the culinary field and are 
designed to meet student demand.  
 

 North High’s Jon Heldmann and South High’s Paul Stevenson, math department chairs, 
proposed adopting Math 3, the next math course in the Common Core integrated 
sequence. Like Math 1 and Math 2, the course would include sections for those students 
needing more support and those at the honor level, for a deeper and more rigorous 
study.  Math 3 would replace all levels of Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry. 

Like Math 1 and Math 2 courses, Math 3 follows an integrated approach, combining 
algebraic, geometric and statistical concepts in one course. 

Says Stevenson: “We’ve been chomping at the bit to see all of the connections that 
students will make in Math 3.” 

The course will emphasize modeling, letting students choose which “tools” to use from 
their set of knowledge gained from Math 1 and Math 2 to solve problems. 

“This course incorporates rigor that we’ve never had at District 99,” says Heldmann. “It’s 
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exciting, but challenging as well.” 

The math chairs reported that they are continuing to collaborate closely with the 
associated elementary districts to ensure that students are ready for the integrated math 
courses. 

 South High’s Chris Esposito and North High’s Jenne Dehmlow, social studies department 
chairs, presented their proposal for a new course, Multicultural Studies. The course would 
be comprised of several individual units of study, including the historical and current 
experiences of a variety of Americans, including those of African, European, Latino, Asian 
and Native American descent. The chairs explained that the course is aligned with the 
Illinois Learning Standards for Social Science, the Regional Office of Education 
recommendations and the district’s strategic plan. Other top high schools in the area 
offer this type of course. Esposito said that there is strong student interest in the course, 
and that students of color often don’t see themselves reflected in traditional courses of 
study. 

To see the presentation in its entirety, please visit 
http://www.boarddocs.com/il/csd99/Board.nsf/files/9R8RT66F7D1D/$file/New%20Course%20Pr
oposals%20for%2015-16.pdf. 

 
Video stop: 
1:15:12 

Staffing Ratio 

Dr. Mark McDonald, superintendent, explained that each year enrollment projections and the 
district’s budget are used to determine staffing needs. The district balances what it needs for 
students to receive the instruction they require, while also being responsible to taxpayers. 

Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Pete Theis explained that in 2011 the district 
commissioned a study by a Dr. John Kasarda, a demographer, to provide projections through the 
2025-26 school year. The district has used the numbers from the study for three years and the 
projections have been fairly accurate. Based on these projections, the Board has approved a 
staffing ratio of 21.8:1. 

The enrollment prediction for 2015-16 by Dr. Kasarda is 5,123; based on internal district data, the 
district anticipates enrollment of 5,017. The Board will vote on the staffing ratio for the 2015-16 
school year at its business meeting in January 2015. 

Please see the complete report at 
http://www.boarddocs.com/il/csd99/Board.nsf/files/9R7MF35AF04B/$file/BOE%2012-1-
14%20Instructional%20Staffing%20Memo.pdf 
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Video stop: 
1:34:56 

2015-16 Proposed Calendar 

Superintendent Dr. Mark McDonald shared the administration’s proposed a calendar for the 
2015-16 school year; highlights include: 

 First day of school for students would be August 26, 2015.  

 Thanksgiving break would include a three-day break. 

 Spring break would last six days due to the Good Friday holiday. 

 More school days would be scheduled in the second semester, to accommodate potential 
additional testing days needed. 

 Graduation would be Friday, June 3, 2016. 

In addition to the Board, the district will receive input on the proposed calendar from teachers, 
support staff and elementary districts. The calendar will be voted on in December. 

Please see the proposed calendar for 2015-16 at 
http://www.boarddocs.com/il/csd99/Board.nsf/files/9R7V5F7650A2/$file/%23%2015-
16%20calendar%20-%20120114%20BOE.pdf 

 
Video stop: 
1:41:16 

Reports from the IASB/IASA/IASBO Annual Conference 

Board President Dr. Nancy Kupka asked members to provide an update of any of the sessions 
they attended at the annual IASB/IASA/IASBO conference: 

 Member Deb Boyle, the district’s IASB delegate, reported on the results of the resolutions 
voted on at the annual meeting.  

 Board Vice President Rick Pavinato attended a legislative session about testing that 
included the state superintendent, representatives and senators. 

 Member Mike Davenport attended a session on community engagement, including one 
that featured a greenhouse project that united the community. 

 Member Keith Matune attended a session by the IHSA that included information about 
concussions.  

 Member Terry Pavesich attended a session called “Top 10 board actions for 2015,” and 
reported that District 99 was progressive in many areas. 

 Superintendent Dr. Mark McDonald attended a session about the process for 
superintendent searches. 

 Controller Mark Staehlin attended a session about the new Vision 20/20 initiative. 
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 Upcoming Board Meetings 

 

December 15, 2014 – Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Administrative Service Center – 6301 Springside Avenue, Downers Grove 

 

 
This publication is for information purposes only;  

minutes approved by the Board serve as the official meeting record.  

 


