
 

 

Highlights from the January 12, 2015 workshop meeting 
To see the meeting video, visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_P2L14ZCceE&feature=em-uploademail 

  

Student Perspectives  

 
Video stop: 
0:00:45  

 

 
 

North High’s Liam Morgan, Principal Scott Kasik and Julia Lambert presented the ways in which 
student leaders help to guide younger students at the school. 

“One defining characteristic of North High School is the willingness of our older students to help 
our younger students,” began Principal Scott Kasik as he introduced students Julia Lambert and 
Liam Morgan. Both are juniors who are Positively North Star leaders at the school. 

Positively North Star leaders help to run the new Freshman Advisory program, which is designed 
to help freshmen and transfer students better acclimate to North High. They and other leaders 
take part in the summer freshman orientation program as well as weekly lessons to freshmen, 
which cover a variety of topics such as study tips, general school logistics and student life. They 
share their own experiences that they had as freshmen in order to put the new students at ease 
and reassure them that they are not alone in feeling apprehensive about high school. 

The leaders also organized “Exam Jam,” a one-time, after-school program to help freshmen 
navigate the process and prepare for their first set of final exams.  

“We were just there two years ago, and can provide helpful tips in helping them get used to 
finals,” explains Julia. “It’s also a way for us to socialize with them and also be productive, and 
make those finals not so scary!”  
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Video stop: 
0:06:51 

National School Lunch Program/Student Lunch Nutrition Program 

The district began receiving food service from a new provider, Quest, at the start of the 2014-15 
school year. The Board of Education requested a report about the district’s continued 
participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP).  

The NSLP began in 1946, under President Harry Truman. President of Quest Food Management 
Services (www.questfms.com) Nicholas Saccaro explained that the program is administered by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The NSLP stipulates specific caloric, fat, sodium and protein 
nutritional guidelines that all meals and other food items must follow in order for schools to 
receive federal reimbursement.  

The “Let’s Move” campaign has changed the way the NSLP is managed. Previously, the program 
set forth the minimum amount you needed to serve students. Today, maximums are used, such 
as the maximum amount of calories, fat, sodium and protein that are in a meal.  In addition, three 
to five components students must take include grain, protein, dairy, fruit or vegetables. 

Quest serves both breakfast and lunch at North High and South High, and follows the NSLP 
guidelines for all of the meals it serves to students. Other items are sold a la carte and via vending 
machines; these items must be in compliance with the nutritional guidelines as well. Also, all 
items served from 30 minutes before and 30 minutes after school must follow the guidelines. 

If the district opted out of the NSLP, which it could do, it would lose $600,000 in support annually. 
The district recommended to the Board that it stay in the NSLP, and continue to provide nutritious 
meals to students and not require taxpayer support.  

 

 
Video stop: 
1:01:22 

Summer School 2014 Report 

District 99’s summer school program was held at South High in 2014. Tim Tilton, administrator for 
the program and dean at North High, provided highlights from the summer. He reported that 318 
students participated, taking part in 12 academic subjects. He noted there was an 11 percent 
increase in the number of students taking courses for enrichment, including a new AP Chemistry 
preparation course. Another area of growth included incoming freshmen preparing for Math 2. 
For online credit recovery, 45 students participated, allowing them to catch up and prepare to 
graduate.  

Assistant Superintendent for Student Learning Gina Ziccardi provided recommendations for the 
2015 summer school program, including that the district continue its summer bridge program for 
incoming students, continue to use Title I funds for tuition waivers and transportation, and to 
raise the tuition rate from $195, an amount that has not changed in five years, to $200. She also 
recommended increasing the pay rate for teachers to make the compensation more competitive. 
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The district’s preference is to use District 99 teachers to teach summer school, and a more 
competitive rate would help to accomplish this goal. 

The proposed dates for summer school are June 15 – July 1 (Semester 1) and July 6 – July 22, 2015 
(Semester 2). 

Please see 
http://www.boarddocs.com/il/csd99/Board.nsf/files/9SKQ6B6627D3/$file/2014%20Summer%20
School%20Report.pdf for the full report. 

 
Video stop: 
1:32:45 

Digital Learning Update/Recommendations  

At its previous meeting, District 99 administrators presented their review and recommendations 
about 1:1 Learning at the schools. At the workshop, they reiterated the benefits of 1:1 computing 
to student learning, and how it allows students to be collaborative and empowered, and provides 
opportunities to extend their learning outside the classroom.  

The administration repeated its recommendation for a full rollout of devices to all students at the 
start of the 2015-16 school year and to issue a technology fee of $100 per student. 

Board members discussed the proposal. Members agreed on the benefits of 1:1 to student 
learning, and discussed the various options about the mechanics of deploying the devices. Issues 
discussed included the fee charged to families, what will happen to the devices over the summer, 
the lifespan of a Chromebook, how to instill a sense of responsibility to students in the day-to-day 
care of the devices and insurance matters.  

To see the slides for more info, please visit 
http://www.boarddocs.com/il/csd99/Board.nsf/files/9SJVPB78795B/$file/Digital%20Learning%20
Update%20and%20Recommendation%20-%20Presentation.pdf. 

 
Video stop: 
2:09:26 

Board Candidate Orientation  

Superintendent Dr. Mark McDonald asked the Board if it should continue to dedicate one of its 
workshop meetings as an orientation for candidates who are running in the school board election, 
which will be held on April 7, 2015.  
 
Board members agreed that the informational binder from the district helped them become more 
familiar with district personnel and processes. It was decided that the binder will be updated and 
provided to all current and prospective Board members, and that current Board members will 
reach out to the prospective Board member to answer any questions about serving on the Board.  
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Video stop: 
2:13:52 

Closings Due to Weather  

Superintendent Dr. Mark McDonald addressed the school closings that occurred on January 7 and 
8, noting that there were many varied opinions about those decisions. He explained that it is his 
responsibility to decide whether or not to close schools due to inclement weather. In order to 
make the best decision, he consults weather forecasts, area superintendents and the district’s 
transportation provider.  
 
“Ultimately…the decision is whether it is feasible and safe for students to come to school,” he 
said.  

For more information about school closings, please go to http://www.csd99.org/district-
99/school-closing-information/.  

 

  

Upcoming Board Meetings 

January 26, 2015 – Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Administrative Service Center – 6301 Springside Avenue, Downers Grove 

 

February 2, 2015 – Workshop Meeting 7 p.m. 

Administrative Service Center – 6301 Springside Avenue, Downers Grove 

 

February 23, 2015 – Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Administrative Service Center – 6301 Springside Avenue, Downers Grove 

 

 
This publication is for information purposes only;  

minutes approved by the Board serve as the official meeting record.  
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