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Federal Student Aid YouTube Channel Videos

FSA Video: FAFSA Overview (2:32)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUis5lityCQ

FSA Video: Filling Out The FAFSA (3:01)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM

FSA Video: FAFSA Tips for Parents (5:58)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdaGZASwjZU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUis5lityCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdaGZASwjZU


TOPICS

• What is the FAFSA?
• Why should a family file the FAFSA?
• What information is needed to file the FAFSA?
• How do I know whose information to include on FAFSA?

• Look Inside the 2018-2019 FAFSA
• Common Mistakes
• Special Circumstances
• Q & A
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What is FAFSA?

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid

• www.FAFSA.gov

• Series of questions that collect a family’s demographic and 
financial information used to calculate an EFC index 
number, which determines a student’s eligibility for 
financial aid

• Should be completed annually, for each child attending a 
college, university or qualifying career certificate program
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Why Should I File?

• FAFSA is used to determine 
eligibility for:

• Federal, state and institutional grants
• Some external scholarships
• Federal work-study funding
• Low-cost student loans
• Federally-backed parent loans

• FAFSA can be used to address 
mid-year changes to family’s 
financial situation
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Basic Eligibility

• Student must be a U.S. Citizen or eligible Non-Citizen

• Student must have a valid Social Security Number

• Be enrolled in an eligible degree or certificate program

• Maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress at school

• Male students must be registered for Selective Service
• Must register between the ages of 18-25
• Register on-line at www.sss.gov, through FAFSA or at a Post Office
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http://www.sss.gov/


What information do I need?
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• Student’s *CORRECT* SSN, Birthdate and Legal Name

• Parent’s SSN (if applicable), Birthdate and Legal Name

• 2016 Federal Income Tax Returns

• 2016 W-2s and Other Earning Statements (if applicable)

• Bank Statements

• Records of Investments

• Records of Untaxed Income

• FSA ID for Student and one Parent



The FSA ID-Part 1

• Used as a username/password for all Federal Student Aid 
websites

• Also used as an official signature for FSA purposes

• Create one FSA ID for the student and another for the parent

• Parent only needs one FSA ID (and can use it for each child’s 
FAFSA, PLUS application, etc.)

• Takes approximately 6 minutes to create at studentaid.gov/fsaid

• Can also be created while filing FAFSA 

• Requires parent to have a SSN; parents without a SSN will need 
to sign FAFSA via a paper form
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The FSA ID-Part 2 
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Reminders
• Cannot use the same e-mail address for student and parent

• Do not create an FSA ID for anyone other than yourself!

• To edit, unlock or retrieve FSA ID info, go to: www.fsaid.ed.gov

http://www.fsaid.ed.gov/


Dependency Questions

• A student who can answer ‘Yes’ to one of the following 
may not be required to enter parent information.

• Born before January 1, 1995?
• Married?
• On active duty or a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces?
• Provides more than half of the support for a dependent?
• Orphan, ward of the court, or in foster care after age 13?
• Emancipated minor or in legal guardianship (other than parent)?
• Unaccompanied homeless youth?

• Additional documentation will likely be required.
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For FAFSA purposes, ‘parent’ means a legal (biological or 
adoptive) parent or stepparent, or a person that the state has 
determined to be a legal parent. 
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Who is “the parent”?
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Filing the 2018-2019 FAFSA

FSA Video: Filling Out The FAFSA (3:01)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM
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One click 
transition 
to Spanish

version
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Common Mistakes

• Incorrect Name, Birthdate or SSN
• Transposing Student and Parent Information

• “Your = Student”

• Duplicating Financial Information

• Rounding and Place Value Errors

• Forgetting, Misplacing or Locking an FSA ID



Special Circumstances

• Schools have the ability to adjust FAFSA information 
based on changes in family demographics or finances.

• Examples of special circumstances include:
• Change in student or parent marital status
• Loss of income due to job loss or reduction in hours
• Death of a parent
• High out-of-pocket medical expenses
• Other one-time increases to income

• Policies vary by school and will require documentation.
• Use IRS DRT for faster processing of special 

circumstance appeals.



Additional Resources

• www.studentaid.ed.gov: Federal Student Aid website 
providing information on types of aid, FAFSA and loan 
repayment as well and preparing for college

• www.finaid.org: Third-party website highlighting types of 
aid, scholarship searches, private student loan research, 
all written in an accessible format

• High School Counselors
• Financial Aid Administrators 

http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.finaid.org/


Questions?
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