
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sallie W. (Penny) Chisholm is a U.S. biological oceanographer at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She is an expert in the ecology 
and evolution of ocean microbes.  In 1985 her team discovered 
Prochlorococcus, which is the smallest and most abundant 
photosynthetic cell on the planet.  In 2013 she received the National 
Medal of Science by President Obama.        Her advice to students:  
“Follow what interests you and it will lead you places you never 
imagined!” 
 

To Learn More: 
 
https://chisholmlab.mit.edu/ 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sallie_W._Chisholm 

 
Visit the DGN Science Page: 
http://www.csd99.org/dgn/academics/DGN-Science-Wall-of-
Fame1.cfm 
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