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Patience Mthunzi is a research group leader at the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research in Pretoria, South Africa. There, she uses laser "tweezers" to try and separate 
diseased cells from healthy ones. She's also developed a way to use laser pulses to 
target drug delivery into cells. Born in Soweto, Patience got her PhD in physics from the 
University of St. Andrews in Scotland. In 2012, she was named one of 20 Youngest 
Power Women in Africa by Forbes magazine; that same year she was given the Order 
of Mapungubwe for her contribution in the field of biophotonics. She's also a TED 
Fellow. 

 

Dr. Mthunzi’s website http://www.interacademies.net/default.aspx?id=17425 

DGN Science wall of fame http://www.csd99.org/dgn/academics/dgn-science-wall-of-fame1 

 

http://www.info.gov.za/aboutgovt/orders/mapungubwe.htm
http://www.info.gov.za/aboutgovt/orders/mapungubwe.htm
http://www.interacademies.net/default.aspx?id=17425
http://www.csd99.org/dgn/academics/dgn-science-wall-of-fame1

