
 

 

Jerry Coyne 

Evolutionary Biologist 
Coyne graduated with a B.S. in biology from the College of William & Mary in 1971. His graduate 

work at Rockefeller University under Theodosius Dobzhansky was interrupted when he was drafted. He 
then earned a Ph.D. in biology at Harvard University in 1978, studying under Richard Lewontin, and went 
on to do a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of California, Davis with Timothy Prout. He was 
awarded the Guggenheim Fellowship in 1989, was elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in 2007. 

Coyne has served as President (2011) and Vice President (1996) of the Society for the Study of 
Evolution, and as Associate Editor of Evolution (1985–1988; 1994–2000) and of The American 
Naturalist (1990–1993). As of 2015 he teaches evolutionary biology, speciation, genetic analysis, social 
issues and scientific knowledge, scientific speaking and writing. 

His work is widely published in scientific journals as well as in such mainstream venues as The 
New York Times, the Times Literary Supplement, and The New Republic. His research interests include 
population and evolutionary genetics, speciation, ecological and quantitative 
genetics, chromosome evolution, and sperm competition. 

Dr. Coyne’s website http://pondside.uchicago.edu/ecol-evol/people/coyne.html 
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