Jack Horner

Paleontologist

Horner was born and raised in Shelby, Montana. He was only eight years old when he found
his very first dinosaur bone. He attended the University of Montana for seven years, majoring in
geology and zoology. He also spent two years in the U.S. Marine Corps, serving during the Vietham
War in the Special Forces. Horner did not complete his bachelor's degree due to severe
dyslexia.m However, he did complete a formidable senior thesis on the fauna of the Bear Gulch
Limestone in Montana, which is one of the most famous Mississippian lagerstatten (or exceptionally
preserved fossil site) in the world. The University of Montana awarded him an Honorary Doctorate of
Science in 1986. In 1986, he was also awarded the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship.

In Montana during the mid-1970s, Horner and his research partner Bob Makela discovered a
colonial nesting site of a new dinosaur genus which they named Maiasaura, or "Good Mother
Lizard". It contained the first dinosaur eggs in the Western hemisphere, the first dinosaur embryos,
and settled questions of whether some dinosaurs were sociable, built nests and cared for their
young. The discovery established his career. Horner has named several other species of dinosaur
(including Orodromeus makelai in memory of his late friend Bob Makela) and has had two named
after him: Achelousaurus horneri and Anasazisaurus horneri.

Within the paleontological community, Horner is best known for his work on the cutting edge
of dinosaur growth research. He has published numerous articles in collaboration with Berkeley
paleontologist Kevin Padian, and French dinosaur histologist Armand de Ricqlés, on the growth of
dinosaurs using growth series.

Jack Horner’s website http://www.montana.edu/earthsciences/facstaff/horner.html

DGN Science Wall of Fame http://www.csd99.org/dgn/academics/DGN-Science-Wall-of-Famel.cfm
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