
 

 

 

 

Donald Carl Johanson (born June 28, 1943) is an American paleoanthropologist. He 
is known for discovering the fossil of a female hominin australopithecine known as 
"Lucy" in the Afar Triangle region of Hadar, Ethiopia.  He earned a bachelor's degree 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1966, and his master's 
degree (1970) and PhD (1974) from the University of Chicago. At the time of the 
discovery of Lucy, he was an associate professor of anthropology at Case Western 
Reserve University. In 1981, he established the Institute of Human Origins in 
Berkeley, California which he later moved to Arizona State University in 1997. 
Johanson holds an honorary doctorate from Case Western Reserve University, and 
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by Westfield State College in 2008. 
 
To Learn More: 

 
http://www.talkorigins.org/faqs/homs/djohanson.html 
 
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Donald-C-Johanson 
 
Visit the DGN Science Page: 
 

http://www.csd99.org/dgn/academics/DGN-Science-Wall-of-
Fame1.cfm 
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