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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

All members of the District 99 community were invited to participate in the Facility Review and Feedback 

session at North High, which was held on December 8, 2014; 27 community members registered and/or 

attended.  

 Superintendent Dr. Mark McDonald thanked all participants and provided context for the table 

discussions. He noted that the district’s strategic plan directed us to consider how our schools 

should look and function in the future.  Concept plans will be created by next summer; ideas from 

the plan will help to guide annual capital spending, which is between $1.2 and $1.8 million each 

year.   

 Wight & Company’s Lead Architect Craig Siepka provided an overview of the architectural process 

and reviewed current trends in educational spaces. 

 Principal Scott Kasik provided an overview of the ideas staff members had when asked about 

possible improvements, and a video showcased those ideas and current challenges. 

Participants worked in small groups were asked to discuss and prioritize nine “themes” that the school 

identified as priorities for improving (see results at the end of this document for details). School and district 

administrators as well as a representative from Wight & Company facilitated the discussions.  

The top three items receiving the most number of high priority votes were: 

 Create a classroom environment that enhances online learning and student and teacher access to 

technology (equip students with devices, access to electricity, reliable Wi-Fi)  

 Establish more authentic and better equipped environments, such as improved science and engineering 

labs and career and technical education spaces 

 Make school 100% air conditioned 

The items receiving the most number of low priority votes were: 

 Complete outdoor renovation plan, including adding stadium bleachers/ storage upgrades; redesigning 

the west side (Prince Street Circle) and loading dock area to make more functional (NOTE: Many 

participants wanted to separate the two items, and felt redesigning Prince Street Circle was a high 

priority.) 

 Redesign student services (activities, counseling, psychologists) 



   DGN PARTICIPANT NOTES AND COMMENTS 

Enhance the safety and security of the building (i.e. install additional security cameras, eliminate 

internal bottleneck areas in stairwells) 

 Like that there are no metal detectors 

 Need to add posts at end of Grant street where kids stand 

 Add electronic locks on all outside doors 

 Safety—stairwell situation/better to open up in emergency 

 Textbooks to shift to digital (concern about backpack weight) 

 Fix stairwell issues 

 Put post in ground to protect pedestrians at crosswalk 

 Prince Street circle and loading dock area is a safety conflict 

 Redesign the west side (Prince Street Circle) and loading dock area to be more functional—priority 

over adding bleachers 

 55 cameras--need to add/improve 

 

Provide expanded social and collaborative spaces for students (i.e., redesign cafeteria, library, and 

courtyard to maximize square footage), and make spaces technology-friendly. 

 Make spaces technology friendly 

 Limited spaces for social and collaborative spaces 

 Good reputation for learning already 

 Increased amount of collaborative work 

 Train students at the high school level for future workforce 

 Need much more collaborative space; need a place to go to study and work 

 Students gathered in hallway, little space 

 Evolve to be more like a college setting 

 Need for student informal meeting spaces 

 Need handicapped accessibility to cafeteria 

 Place matters – small group collaboration and between spaces 

 Gathering spaces (use internal courtyards?) 

 Very tight in library—can’t fit everyone to collaborate 

 Improve the cafeteria areas 

 Extended learning spaces should not be considered without conveying the usability of existing 

spaces, i.e., are certain classrooms only used for less than 8 periods in a day. If they are only used for 

6 periods—open those rooms up for social areas or breakout rooms for student collaboration. 

Similar to hotelling in business. 

 



Improve flexibility in learning spaces and classrooms by adding more modular furnishings 

 Classroom agility – currently see that with the current furniture, smart boards already in place. 

 Extended learning – including social areas. No room for break out zones without eliminating rooms… 

 Atrium idea is good 

 Add solar panels for energy 

 Library needs to be reconfigured—supervision issues to address? 

 Add modular furniture when it needs to be replaced 

 Flexible spaces for teaching is good 

 Look at the lower level for space 

 Use what we have in classrooms; prioritize for special rooms 

 Flexibility of learning spaces—teachers and students would have better idea of this 

 Furniture – should make so that everything has wheels 

 Student behavior adult enough 

 Are larger classrooms needed for the types of furniture? Would that mean dividers? 

 Need furniture that is flexible 

 Teachers already implement flexible learning configurations with existing furniture—no need for 

new 

Create a classroom environment that enhances online learning and student and teacher access to 

technology (equip students with devices, access to electricity, reliable Wi-Fi) 

 Infrastructure concerns—power, circulation, access to technology 

 Online learning—urgent and needed; adaptability this needs to be taught 

 YouTube/Blackboard access to lessons—need to increase bandwidth; it’s the world we live in 

 Dispersed technology, including STEM spaces 

 Enhance online learning environment, Wi-Fi 

 Technology driven programs 

 

Establish more authentic and better equipped environments, such as improved science and engineering 

labs and career and technical education spaces 

 Hands-on learning is definitely a high priority 

 Integrated STEM and vocational spaces 

 Creativity and flexibility in chemistry  and biology 

 Country’s future moving toward the trade; need lab spaces/stay current on technology 

 Balancing preparing students not just for college, trades work 

 Need classrooms that support technology – STEM 

 



Make school 100% air conditioned 

 CO2 levels need to be improved if not to standards 

 High priority for air condition—impacts the quality of education 

 Geothermal/better learning environment/quality of air/LEED Standards 

 Change the school schedule 

 In today’s society, should have A/C 

 A/C is medium to high priority—finals before Christmas would be good 

 Need to convey to school families and taxing district the percent of areas without A/C and what 

those areas are before conveying the need for improvements 

 A/C 

 Healthy living--monitor and control indoor air quality CO2 concentration—affects learning 

 Move up school year and end finals at holiday break 

Improve fitness areas and spaces dedicated to health and wellness 

 Fitness area was created in 1985 

 Basement track/expectation to indoor facilities and outdoor areas 

 Needs to be upgraded but not necessarily a priority 

 Would be nice for students to be able to go and workout before/after school 

 Healthy living – Faculty perspective  

 Fitness center/wellness – outdoor teaching spaces 

Complete outdoor renovation plan, including adding stadium bleachers/ storage upgrades  

 Outdoor plan is a low priority  

 Spent a lot of time discussing outdoor learning opportunities and disappointments in how things are 

being kept; loss of green space 

 Outdoor renovation—high priority for dock and student safety; low for stadium improvements 

 Loading dock/buses an issue 

 RE: Outdoor renovation plan—learning environment and interior is most important 

 Traffic flow tight in some spaces 

 Improve maintenance and upkeep of existing outdoor areas; green in existing spaces vs. concrete; 

currently areas are usually declining. Maintain the areas you currently have. 

 Do not increase stadium bleachers on west of field. Put home stands on east end and increase 

bleachers there. 

Redesign student services (i.e., activities, counseling, psychologists) 

 Classrooms and social areas more important than redesigning student services 

 Guidance and support service area—use courtyard? 

  



OTHER: 

 Music program/performing arts 

 Main Street and crossing from parking lot—overpass for the future? 

 Digital sign? 

 Parking garage/facility 

 Handicapped accessibility (speed, accessibility), elevator and cafeteria 

 Reuse/Sustainability/LEED 

 Add solar panels to top of new atrium 

 Create an aquaponics room 

 

 

 

  



   DGN COMMENTS COLLECTED FROM WEBSITE 

Q: What changes to North High’s facilities would you most like to see in the future? What should be 

our priorities? 

 Ideally, lighting in classrooms would be more natural, particularly in the many classrooms without 

windows. The more students are involved at school, the less likely they are to receive any natural 

sunlight, which is essential for mental and physical health. - It would be nice if the school were more 

consistently heated in the winter- it is hard to concentrate on schoolwork when classrooms are so 

cold that even several layers of jackets and scarves barely help. - Improved noise control in the 

auditorium would help elderly guests appreciate music and understand speech at school events. 

 

 I would like to see more opportunities for the students to get outside during the day. 

 

 Larger swim area, larger booster concession area and security cameras 

 

 Extension of a public study area, such as the library, so more students are able to gather together, 

without limitation, to work together 

 

 Upgrades to the facility that meet minimum LEED certification. Air conditioning throughout the 

entire facility. Flexible work and collaboration spaces both inside and outside the facility. 

Consistency of quality of lighting, finishes, and natural light throughout the facility. 

 

 How are you planning to pay for this when funding may be reduced due to the bill in Springfield. 

Property owners are already will have to deal with increased storm water fees. Your video doesn't 

show any of the addition from 2001. Enrollment is down. We need to make due with the space we 

have. 

 

 Air conditioning 

Need to ask ourselves: 

 What would a new school look like? What paradigms would they break? 

 What do our students want? What do they think about their environment? 

 What do we aspire to be?  

 What learning environment would we like DGN to be like if we could? Case studies? Use a “futuristic 

lens.” 

  



Key attributes to consider for future environment of DGN: 

 Consistency of experience (aesthetics and human comfort, finishes, lighting—natural, 

daylighting, space/scale appropriate, furnishings, equipment/technology, air quality, health and 

well-being) 

 LEED goals—a “sustainable” attitude (acoustics, air quality, natural light/views to outside, 

materials) 

 Structural changes (open, collaborative, flexible spaces, student union-type spaces—open space, 

comfortable study areas, socializing spaces, reflective study spaces, exterior/interior spaces, 

atrium or light tube additions) 

 Student input—air, places besides library to work and study, cleaner environment (basement 

track), more daylight, better furniture, inconsistent lighting…  

 Need outdoor common area with greenery for lunches and breaks 

 



   DGN STATEMENT RANKINGS 

Statements Siepk
a #1 

Bitterman 
#2 

Ziccardi 
#3 

Staehlin 
#4 

Sorense
n #5 

Kasik #6 Kolodziej 
#7 

Total # of 
Green (G) 
High Priority 
Votes 

Total # of 
Yellow (Y) 
Middle 
Priority 
Votes 

Total # of Red 
(R) Low 
Priority Votes 

Complete outdoor renovation plan, including 

adding stadium bleachers/ storage upgrades; 

redesigning the west side (Prince Street Circle) 

and loading dock area to make more functional 

Y/R (NOTE: G 
for dock  
R for 
stadium) 

R R Y  R 0 2 (1R) 4 

Create a classroom environment that 

enhances online learning and student and 

teacher access to technology (equip students 

with devices, access to electricity, reliable Wi-

Fi) 

G G G G G G G 6 0 0 

 

Enhance the safety and security of the building  G Y G/Y G G  G/Y 5 (2Y) 1 0 

Establish more authentic and better equipped 

environments, such as improved science and 

engineering labs and career and technical 

education spaces 

G G G/Y G G  G/Y 6 (2Y) 0 0 

 

Improve fitness areas and spaces dedicated to 
health and wellness 

Y G Y R Y  Y 1 3 1 

Improve flexibility in learning spaces and 

classrooms by adding more modular 

furnishings 

Y R G/Y  Y  G/Y 2 (2Y) 2 1 

Make school 100% air conditioned Y G G Y G G G 5 2 0 

Provide expanded social and collaborative 

spaces for students (i.e., redesign cafeteria, 

library, and courtyard to maximize existing 

square footage); make spaces technology-

friendly  

Y Y G/Y G G/Y  Y 3 (2Y) 3 0 

Redesign student services (activities, 

counseling, psychologists) 

R R R  Y  Y/R 0 2 (1R) 3 

 


